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very critical situation, for all the Muslim forts sur-
rounding it, such as Baza, Gaudix, Andarax, etc., fell
into the hands of the Christians ; Maulai Abdalla
" Azzaghal" (Boabdil's uncle), king of Alpuxurras and
Gaudix, surrendered all his territory and Granada
was cut off from land and sea on all sides. The
Christian warships occupied the waters of Gibraltar
in order to prevent the arrival of any reinforcements
sent by the Muslims of Africa ; the only route left to
Granada was the southern one of Alpuxurras from the
side of the Sierra Nevada (Jabal Chollair), from which
it could, with difficulty, draw some munitions and
provisions- The besieged city endured courageously
for months the horrors of the siege, till winter set in
and all the neighbouring ravines were covered with
snow, and hunger and misery of the besieged were
doubled. One day the governor of the city, Abul
Qasim Abdul Malik, told the ruling council that
the remaining supplies would suffice only for a few
months, that despair had crept into the bosoms of the
troops and the populace and that defence was a vain
effort. Musa objected vehemently as usual and
stated that defence is possible and must be further
carried; he kindled a new spark of enthusiasm in the
hearts of the chiefs and leaders and Boabdil, carried
by the spirit, charged the leaders, with defence. Musa,
as usual, commanded the cavalry, assisted, among
others, by Nairn ibn Radwan and Muhammad ibn
Zaida, both famous knights of the age; he ordered the
doors to be opened and stationed his troops there
day and night; whenever Christian troops approached
they were quickly surprised and dispersed; and many
Christian ranks were torn in this way. Musa said to
his men: " We have nothing left but the land on
which we stand ; if lost we would lose name and the
fatherland."
Ferdinand decided at last to storm the walls of
the city; the Muslims, headed by Boabdil and Musa,
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